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Being A Witness

1. Pentecost

Thank you Ps Lakers for asking me to lead today.

Last Sunday we celebrated Pentecost Sunday and at Kingdom City we heard an inspiring message from Ps David Storer.

He walked us through how the Bible references a number of temples through the ages – all being special places where God and humans connected – ie they were meeting places.  The first of these being the garden of Eden in Genesis. 

After walking us through the temples referenced in the Bible including Moses and the tabernacle and the temple in Jerusalem, he reminded us that Jesus Christ was the first temple on earth in human form.

In Romans 8:29 we hear:

“For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.”

Right from the start we see God demonstrating His wanting to be in relationship with us. 

And the Pentecost was the start of the most amazing exhibition of this when we became the temple of the Holy Spirit who now dwells in us.

Romans 8:11 says:

“The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.”

1 John 2:27 says:

“But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, and what he teaches is true—it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in fellowship with Christ.”

And in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 we hear:

“Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you? God will destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.”

How much closer can we get than having the Holy Spirit reside in us!!

Gentlemen we need to rejoice today the miracle of knowing the Holy Spirit resides in us.  The Helper, the Advocate that Jesus said in John 14:16-17 would follow Him and then be with us forever:

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.”

Hallelujah!!

Let’s give thanks and pray!!

2. Witnessing

In Acts of the Apostles 1:8 we hear:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses.”

So we know that the Holy Spirit resides in us and that we have His power.

But now we hear that we are to also be witnesses.

This made me reflect on what it means to be a witness. 

As lawyers, bro Nelson and I can tell you that a witness can make or break a case.

In a court of law a credible witness can turn a jury or judge’s opinion in favour of one side or another.

Some years ago our firm acted in a case where the judge found our client to not be a credible witness and discounted their evidence. This became a big issue for us as we had to rely on other evidence to defend our position. Despite all our training and guidance before they were at the witness stand, nerves got the better of them and they crumbled under cross-examination. 

Most cases will rely on witness statements which are a written account of a person’s knowledge of relevant facts in a legal proceeding. It is typically used to present a witness’s evidence-in-chief and must be signed and dated by the witness. 

They will include a declaration that the contents are true to the best of their knowledge.

Under the Uniform Evidence Acts, which apply in most Australian jurisdictions, statements must be based on a witness’ own knowledge (not be hearsay unless an exception applies).  They must be clear, factual, and avoid speculation or opinion.

So for legal matters, to be a credible witness requires that we be there, that we be close to the action.  

Not arms length. 

In a similar but much deeper way, when God calls us to be His witnesses He is calling us to be close, to be present. 

Only then can we testify accurately and with authority the existence of God. 

So what happens if we stray and are not present with the Holy Spirit?

Well then our witness statement stops being personal because we are no longer there.  We are somewhere else – perhaps focussing on the noise that the world brings, perhaps distracted by the enemy attacking our peace.

When our statement stops being personal then it is no longer based on our own knowledge.  It can’t be clear, factual, and avoid speculation or opinion.

It’s fake news!

In a court of law, such a witness opens themselves up to have their testimony being shredded to pieces by the other side’s lawyers in cross examination. 

A witness or a witness statement can be “attacked” or challenged in cross examination in several ways:
(a) credibility: showing inconsistencies with prior statements or conduct;
(b) bias or interest: demonstrating the witness has a motive to lie or exaggerate;
(c) competence: questioning the witness’s ability to observe, recall, or communicate facts; and
(d) contradiction: presenting evidence that directly contradicts the statement.

In real life and in our relationship with our God and our family the stakes are even bigger.

Because the opposition is the enemy and he can’t wait to rip our testimony to shreds. 

The enemy will attack our credibility and look for contradictions. Any gaps in our relationship with the Holy Spirit will be opened up and used against us.

Don’t worry about being in the witness stand in a court of law.  We are all under cross examination now with the enemy looking to take advantage of any weakness in our relationship with the Holy Spirit.

The best defense is to be the best witnesses we can be by being present with the Holy Spirit day and night.  

Our best defense is to ensure our testimony is personal, truthful and able to stand the cross examination of the enemy.

We must be credible, strong and personal witnesses for your Lord!

Let’s pray – Holy Spirit, please help me be the best witness I can be for You.  To close any gap between us and ensure any attack of the enemy is thwarted by the strength of our relationship. 

3. Testimony

John 7:37-39

“Then on the most important day of the feast, the last day, Jesus stood and shouted out to the crowds—“All you thirsty ones, come to me! Come to me and drink! Believe in me so that rivers of living water will burst out from within you, flowing from your innermost being, just like the Scripture says!” Jesus was prophesying about the Holy Spirit that believers were being prepared to receive.”

I love this scripture as it reminds us that when we are out of alignment with the Holy Spirit we just need to jump back into the stream and we are back in the flow of the Holy Spirit.

We might think this can take some time to do this but we don’t need to change into our bathers and tip your toe in to see if it’s too cold.

No – we just need to jump straight in!

In the last two months the Holy Spirit has reminded me of this in some incredible ways. 

A few months ago I prayed to the Holy Spirit and asked Him to help me be more aligned to Him and to also reveal and shine the light on things happening in my life and at work.

JP to Share Testimony:

· Work place issue.
· Holy Spirit not only revealed true character but also resolved the situation.
· Client testimony last week confirmed the Holy Spirit was in control all along.

The Holy Spirit sheds the light on situations and reveals the truth:

John 16:13

“But when the truth-giving Spirit comes, he will unveil the reality of every truth within you. He won’t speak on his own, but only what he hears from the Father, and he will reveal prophetically to you what is to come.”

1 Corinthians 2:9-11

“This is why the Scriptures say: Things never discovered or heard of before, things beyond our ability to imagine — these are the many things God has in store for all his lovers. But God now unveils these profound realities to us by the Spirit.  Yes, he has revealed to us his inmost heart and deepest mysteries through the Holy Spirit, who constantly explores all things. After all, who can really see into a person’s heart and know his hidden impulses except for that person’s spirit? So it is with God. His thoughts and secrets are only fully understood by his Spirit, the Spirit of God.”

The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness and causes everything to work together for the good of those who love Him:

Romans 8: 26-28

“And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”

Let’s Pray - thank you Holy Spirit for being our ultimate advocate and helper.  For revealing the trust and helping us in our weakness.  For causing everything to work together for our good.

We pray in tongues with the groanings that cannot be expressed in words.

Would anyone like to share?
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